
Cletus began piano lessons at an early age in my hometown of Marion, Indiana. Then at 

fourteen, he was bitten by the theatre organ bug after hearing the Wurlitzer organ at 

Indianapolis’ Paramount Music Palace. Two years later, he began helping out as an 

organist at the Anderson Paramount Theatre during intermissions. Throughout high 

school, Cletus was booked in several Midwestern restaurants and lounges on Hammond 

organ, and played theatre organ whenever possible, most notably at Kokomo's Pipe 

Dream and Fort Wayne's Cardinal Music Palace, being mentored by legendary Fort 

Wayne organist Buddy Nolan.  He returned to Marion to provide piano/vocal 

entertainment at the country club, a position held for twelve years. It was during this 

time he was the organist and music director for “Your Healthy Home” television cooking 

show, and also held several church positions as an organist, choirmaster, and Minister 

of Music. Cletus moved to Fort Wayne in 1998 to be closer to his beloved Embassy and 

its Grand Page organ, and held post as first official organist for the Fort Wayne Wizards 

baseball team for three seasons. He now serves as the official house organist at the 

Embassy Theatre where he has provided organ music and demonstrations of the Grande 

Page for tours including “Follow the Pipes” and “Festival of Trees”. By day, he can be 

found employed by Sweetwater Sound as their Piano Specialist.  


